rr' 


IB 


SERMON 


DELIVERED  ON  THE  LORD's  DAY  SUCCEEDING  THE  INTERMENT  OP 


€B 
WB 


MADAM  ABIGAIL.  ADAMS, 


I*  CONSORT  OF  THE  HON.  JOHN  ADAMS, 

Sm  I-ATE   PRESIDENT    OF   THE    UNITED   STATES. 


NOVEMBER  1,  1818. 


BY  THE  REV.  PETER  WHITNEY,  p 

PASTOR   OF   THE    CHURCH   IN    QUINCV.  ^C 


WITH  AN  APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING  AN  EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER,  FROM 

PRESIDENT  JEFFERSON,  TO  PRESIDENT  ADAMS, 
AND  FOUR  OBITUARY  NOTICES. 


BOSTON  : 
PRINTED  BY  HEWS  &  COSS, 

1819. 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arciiive 

in  2010  witii  funding  from 
Boston  Regional  Library  System 


http://www.archive.org/details/sermondeliveredoOOwhit 


SERMON. 


J-N  the  wise  and  righteous  purposes  of  Providence 
we  have  been  called  to  commit  to  the  grave  one  of 
the  excellent  of  our  society  ;  one  whose  virtues  were 
numerous,  whose  character  was  extensively  known 
and  admired.  It  is  due  to  eminent  worth  like  her's, 
to  retain  the  remembrance  of  her  virtues,  to  show^ 
by  the  willing  tribute  of  respect  we  pay  to  her  char- 
acter, the  sense  we  feel  of  obligation  to  God,  for  his 
precious  gifts,  and  to  excite  in  all,  an  emulation  of  vir- 
tues, which  will  conduct  them  in  the  path  of  honor 
and  usefulness  here,  and  raise  them  to  glory  and  hap- 
piness hereafter. 

In  guiding  our  reflections  on  this  occasion,  I  have 
chosen  the  words  of  scripture  recorded  in  the 

14th  CHAPTER  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  PROVERBS,  AND  32d.  VERSE. 

"  The,  righteous  haih  hope  in  his  death,^^ 

The  term  righteous,  in  this  connection,  is  of  com- 
prehensive import,  including  all  the  attributes  of  char- 
acter which  belong  to  the  qualified  subjects  of  heav- 
en. With  us  who  are  favored  with  the  relidon  of 
Jesus,  the  righteous  who  hath  hope  in  his  death  is  a 


christain ;  and  that  he  alone  has  a  claim  to  this  un- 
speakable privilege,  will  appear  bj  considering  in  what 
this  hope  consists. 

The  hope  of  the  christian  in  death  consists  in  the 
certain  expectation  of  another  and  a  better  life  ;  that 
the  soul  with  all  its  faculties  will  survive  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  body,  and  enter  on  a  state  of  ever  growing 
improvement  and  happiness.  Whence  but  from  the 
religion  of  the  Bible,  is  this  assurance  of  immortality 
to  be  derived  ?  The  mere  desires  of  nature  for  con- 
tinued being  are  unable  to  bring  satisfaction  to  the 
mind,in  the  contemplation  of  futurity.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  arguments  of  reason  in  support  of  another  life, 
the  grave  must  appear  to  close  upon  its  victims  for- 
ever. It  is  only  by  the  light  of  the  gospel,  that  the 
darkness  of  the  sepulchre  has  been  dispersed  and 
the  region  beyond  it,  seen  to  be  peopled  with  living 
forms.  To  the  christian  "  life  and  immortality  are 
brought  to  light  ;"  he  has  no  fears  or  doubts,  no  mis- 
givings of  mind,  in  relation  to  his  future  existence  ; 
but  resting  upon  the  unchangeable  promise  of  the  Sa- 
vior, that  the  "dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son 
of  God,  and  they  that  hear,  shall  live  ;"  he  meets  the 
summons  to  depart  with  a  hope  which  "  is  as  an  an- 
chor to  his  soul,  both  sure  and  stedfast." 

This  hope  of  a  renewed  and  immortal  existence, 
unmingled  with  doubts  and  capable  of  cheering  and 
supporting  the  soul  in  the  moment  of  his  departure, 
is  built  solely,  upon  the  declarations  of  the  gospel. 
But  in  addition  to  this  hope,  which  the  divine  promise 
has  so  fully  confirmed,  the  christian  hath  that  hope 
also,  which  proceeds  from  the  testimony  of  an  ap- 
proving conscience,   from  the  review   of  a  character, 


which  God  into  whose  presence  he  is  about  to  enter, 
must  behold  with  complacency,  and  which  will  fit  him 
for  the  destiny  of  happy  immortal  beings. 

It  is  this  review  of  a  character,  which  has  been 
habitually  governed  by  the  principles  and  expectations 
of  the  gospel,  this  consci  usness  of  a  well  spent  lifcj 
which  disarms  death  of  its  sting,  and  opens  to  the 
prospect  of  the  dying  christian,  "joys  unspeakable 
and  full  of  glory." 

The  assurance  of  living  again  is  not  confined  exclu- 
sively to  any  particular  characters.  The  wicked  no 
less  than  the  righteous,  are  the  subjects  of  a  future 
resurrection.  The  Judge  hath  told  us,  "  that  the 
hour  is  coming  when  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall 
hear  his  voice  and  shall  come  forth,  they  that  have 
done  good  to  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  that 
have  done  evil  to  the  resurrection  of  damnation." 

But  it  is  the  good  man  only,  the  sincere  and  up- 
right christian,  who  can  look  forward  into  futurity  with 
comfort  and  with  hope.  To  the  unfaithful  and  diso- 
bedient, the  grave  must  be  the  avenue  to  indiscribable 
sorrow.  No  voice  of  consolation  is  permitted  to  speak 
peace  to  him,  who  has  come  to  his  last  hour  unpre- 
pared for  death.  The  grave  must  close  upon  him  in 
despair,  and  the  unknown  destiny  of  the  wicked  be 
his  portion  in  futurity.  It  is  the  privilege,  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  the  christian,  to  be  able  to  meet 
death  without  alarm,  and  to  see  the  darkness  of  the 
grave  vanishing  from  before  him.  In  looking  back 
upon  the  course  he  has  pursued,  though  failings  and 
imperfections  have  marked  its  progress,  yet  as  it  has 
been  his  ruling  principle  to  "  fear  God  and  keep  his 
commandments,"  he  is  encouraged  by  the  promises  of 


the  gospel  to  repose  his  trust  in  the  divine  mercy, 
and  has  reason  to  hope  that  he  is  in  some  good  mea- 
sure quaHfied  to  "  see  and  enjoy  God  forever." 

To  him,  death,  whenever  it  arrives,  must  be  the 
harbinger  of  eternal  rest  and  joy.  He  can  view  it  as 
the  termination  of  his  sufferings,  as  the  mode  by 
which  he  is  to  pass  from  a  state  of  trial  to  the  re- 
wards of  christian  obedience,  to  the  society  of  purer 
beings,  to  the  presence  of  his  Saviour,  to  God  the  in- 
exhaustible source  of  all  felicity. 

These  are  among  the  hopes,  which  God  has  given 
to  cheer  and  support  the  righteous  in  death,  to  enable 
him  to  meet  his  last  hour  with  triumph,  and  in  the 
language  of  an  Apostle  to  exult  and  say,  "  O  death 
where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave  where  is  thy  victory  .f*" 
Blessed  indeed  are  the  righteous  who  have  these 
hopes  in  death  ;  and  blessed  also  are  those,  who  ar© 
called  to  witness  in  the  objects  of  their  affection,  the 
consolations  and  the  hopes  of  piety  in  the  last  trying 
scene  ;  who  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  who 
were  nearest  to  their  hearts,  "  are  fallen  aleep  in 
Jesus,*'  and  entered  on  the  christian's  inheritance. 
With  an  eye  of  faith  they  can  follow  their  immortal 
spirits  to  God  and  behold  them  already  united  to  tjie 
vast  assembly  of  holy  and  of  happy  beings,  and  begin- 
ning the  songs  and  the  services  of  eternity.  The  im- 
perfections and  the  sufferings  of  earth  are  done  awaj  ; 
their  faculties  enlarged  and  expanded  to  the  survey 
of  celestial  objects,  to  enable  them  to  contemplate  and 
to  enjoy  in  all  their  ineffable  realities,  in  all  the  splen- 
dor of  heaven ;  those  incorruptible  rewards,  "  which 
no  mortal  eye  hath  seen  nor  ear  heard,  nor  human 
thought  conceived.     Blessed  are  the  dead,  which  die 


in  the  Lord,  for  they  rest  from  their  labors  and  their 
works  do  follow  them." 

In  this  blessedness  we  have  reason  to  believe,  the 
respected  and  beloved  friend  whose  remains  were 
yesterday  committed  to  the  tomb,  is  gone  to  partake- 
Her  acquisitions  and  her  virtues,  the  devotion  of  her 
time  and  faculties  to  the  great  purposes  of  her  being; 
that  constant  and  supreme  veneration  of  God,  which 
pervaded  her  soul  ;  that  impressive  sense  of  respon- 
sibility to  him,  which  led  her  to  connect  the  motives 
and  the  actions  of  her  life  with  the  solemnities  of  a 
future  judgment,  and  the  retributions  of  eternity, 
while  they  raised  her  in  the  estimation  of  all,  who 
were  favored  with  a  knowledge  of  her  character, 
must  also  have  recommended  her  to  the  approbation 
of  him  to  whom  she  has  given  her  account. 

Madam  Adams  possessed  a  mind  elevated  in  its  vie  ws 
and  capable  of  attainments  beyond  the  common  order 
of  intellects.  Her  discernment  was  quick,  her  judg- 
ment solid,  and  all  her  faculties  so  happily  adjusted,  as 
to  form  at  once  the  intelligent,  discrete  and  captivat- 
ing mind.  In  the  dispositions  of  Providence,  her  lot 
was  cast  in  a  period  of  time,  and  on  a  theatre  of  du- 
ties and  events,  favorable  to  the  developement  and 
exercise  of  her  powers.  Her  opportunities  for  im- 
provement were  not  lost.  An  habitual  intercourse 
with  some  of  the  most  enlightened  characters  at  home 
and  in  her  travels  abroad,  an  acquaintance  with  some 
of  high  rank  and  attainments  in  other  countries,  and 
a  subsequent  correspondence  with  them,  united  to  a 
taste  for  reading  and  reflection,  had  enriched  her  in- 
tellectual treasures,  and  stored  her  mind  with  a  fund 
of  rare  and  useful  knowledge.     Her  acquaintance  with 
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men  and  with  events,  with  the  civil  and  pohtical  in. 
terests  of  her  own  nation,  from  the  sphere  in  which 
she  was  called  to  act,  was  deep  and  extensive.  Con- 
versant with  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  dismem- 
berment of  this,  from  the  parent  country,  and  partak- 
ing in  the  feelings  of  the  leading  characters  in  the 
mighty  struggle,  she  had  early  formed  an  attachment 
to  the  liberties  of  her  country,  which  was  strengthen- 
ed by  her  connection  and  sympathy,  and  co-operation 
with  the  bereaved  companion  of  her  life  in  the  exalt- 
ed stations  he  has  filled.  The  spirit  of  patriotism 
glowed  in  her  breast,  and  she  entered  with  a  lively 
concern  into  every  thmg  relating  to  the  national  wel- 
fare. But  though  her  attainments  were  great,  and 
she  had  moved  in  the  higher  ranks  of  society,  and 
was  fitted  for  the  lofty  departments  in  which  she  act- 
ed, her  elevation  had  never  filled  her  soul  with  pride, 
or  led  her  for  a  moment  to  forget  the  feelings  and  the 
claims  of  others.  She  was  always  the  same  meek 
and  humble  and  obliging  Christain,  nor  will  one  voice 
be  heard,  uncommon  as  it  is,  but  in  commendation  of 
her  worth  Her  conversation  was  adapted  to  improve 
and  endear  those  who  were  favored  with  the  privilege 
of  her  acquaintance.  She  was  easy  of  access,  com- 
municative in  her  intercourse,  and  all  who  were  ad- 
mitted to  her  presence  were  at  once  entertained  and 
made  happy.  In  her  domestic  character, — in  the 
over  sight  and  management  of  her  family  concerns  ;  in 
her  discretion  and  prudence  and  in  all  the  qualities  that 
could  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  her 
house  hold,  she  stood  almost  without  a  rival. 

Among  the  members  of  this  cociety  who  had   long 
known  her  excellencies,  she  was  beloved  and  respect- 


ed  without  a  solitary  exception.  The  tidings  of  her 
illness  were  heard  with  grief  in  every  house,  and  her 
death  is  felt  as  a  common  loss. 

To  the  afflicted  she  had  consolations  to  impart,  and 
to  the  destitute  her  charities  were  timely  and  unre- 
mitted. Multitudes  in  sickness  and  in  want  have  been 
the  subjects  of  her  liberal  distribution,  and  have  oc- 
casion to  rank  her  among  the  first  of  earthly  benefac- 
tors. Often  has  she  wiped  the  tears  from  the  cheek 
of  sorrow  and  carried  relief  and  comfort  to  the  man-, 
sions  of  cold  and  hunger  and  nakedness.  Her  deeds 
of  kindness,  her  sympathy  in  the  sufferings  of  those 
who  in  the  allotments  of  providence  were  struggling 
with  poverty,  are  mscribed  on  the  Imperishable  re- 
cords of  eternity,  and  will  we  doubt  not  be  a  source 
of  happiness  to  her,  when  the  treasures  of  the  unfeel- 
ing and  the  merciless  are  no  more.  In  her  religious 
fai^.h  and  character,  she  was  among  the  disciples 
whom  Jesus  loved. 

Early  initiated  into  the  belief  of  the  christian  doc- 
trine, its  heavenly  influences  had  diffused  a  lustre  over 
all  the  faculties  of  her  soul,  and  formed  her  to  the 
mild  and  humble,  to  the  amiable  and  engaging  temper 
which  all  beheld  and  admired.  Her  faith  in  the  gos- 
pel Avas  built  on  rational  and  solid  grounds.  The 
conversation  and  writings  of  infidels,  which  she  had 
heard  and  read,  were  unable  to  shake  the  firmness  of 
her  hold  on  this  system  of  light  and  comfort,  of  purity 
and  hope,  which  the  christian  revelation  presents. 
In  the  religion  of  Jesus,  she  saw  the  character  of  God 
in  all  its  holiness  and  perfection,  in  all  its  adorable  and 
endearing  excellencies.  She  viewed  it  as  a  system  of 
benevolence  and  love,   as  designed  to  enlighten  and 
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purify  the  soul  of  man,  to  exalt  his  views  and  pursuits, 
aod  to  train  him  up  for  a  nobler  existence,  for  an  end- 
less career  of  improvement  and  happiness. 

Having  deeply  imbibed  the  benevolent  spirit  of  her 
master,  she  had  nothing  of  the  bigotry  and  excluslve- 
ness  of  sects  and  parties,  but  could  see  the  followers 
of  Christ,  the  distined  subjects  of  eternal  salvation  no 
less  in  this,  than  in  that  denomination  of  christians. 
In  her  estimation  the  creeds  of  erring  mortals  were 
less  than  nothing,  and  doctrines  of  no  further  import- 
ance than  as  they  contributed  to  the  growth  of  virtu- 
ous dispositions  and  the  moral  improvement  of  the 
character.  Her  religion  was  the  religion  of  the  heart, 
and  the  affections.  It  was  that  religion,  which  we 
cannot  but  think  will  abide  the  trial  of  the  last  day 
and  continue  with  the  soul,  when  "  the  hay  and  stub- 
ble," the  follies  and  the  distinctions  of  flaming  parti- 
sans shall  be  consumed. 

But  we  are  drawing  to  a  scene,  where  the  christian's 
faith  and  hope  are  felt  in  all  their  unutterable  impor- 
tance, in  all  their  sublime  and  consoling  effects.  The 
approaches  of  the  last  enemy,  were  rapid,  but  not 
overwhelming  to  her  mind.  A  constitution,  which  for 
thirty  years  had  suffered  without  any  long  intermis- 
sions the  most  violent  attacks  of  disease,  was  unable 
to  sustain  with  the  strength  of  youth,  the  final  shock. 
Madam  Adams  sunk  under  the  weight  of  her  malady, 
and  that  mind,  which  had  been  so  clear  and  vigorous, 
was  occasionally  bewildered.  Life,  for  several  days 
seemed  to  be  suspended,  on  a  thread  which  the  mo- 
tion of  a  leaf  might  rend  asunder.  But  while  reason 
was  spared,  religion  enlivened  and  supported  her  soul. 
She  expressed  her  perfect  submission  to  God's  will. 
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and  her  readiness,  at  bis  call  to  resign  her  soul  to  Ills 
merciful  disposal.  Death  came  to  her  as  the  mes- 
senger of  peace  to  add  another  to  the  countless  multi- 
tudes of  pure  and  happy  and  immortal  spirits. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  a  character,  whose  worth 
is  confessed  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  whose  memory 
will  be  cherished  in  the  heart  of  the  speaker, 'till  that 
heart  shall  cease  to  beat. 

In  turning  our  thoughts  from  the  dead  to  the  living, 
we  would  not  add  a  pang  to  hearts  that  are  already 
bleeding  under  a  loss,  which  nothing  earthly  can  sup- 
ply. But  we  may  be  permitted,  and  it  is  our  duty  as 
christians,  to  tender  our  sympathies  to  the  afflicted;  to 
express  to  them  the  deep  interest  we  take  in  their 
sorrows,  and  our  fervent  prayers  to  God  for  their  sup- 
port. Afflictive  as  is  the  event  they  deplore,  it  is  how- 
ever attended  with  this  best  of  consolations,  that  the 
deceased  object  of  their  affections  is  numbered  among 
the  children  of  the  highest,  that  she  has  entered  into 
the  ranks  of  ministering  spirits  around  the  throne  of 
God.  They  do  not  wish  that  his  most  w^lse  and  good 
purposes  were  reversed.  They  do  not  wish  that  she 
was  still  an  inhabitant  of  earth,  detained  in  a  frail  and 
dying  body  from  those  celestial  joys,  which  alone  can 
fill  and  satisfy  the  mind.  In  language,  which  the  Sa- 
viour uttered  and  which  should  be  on  the  lips  of  every 
christian,  they  are  ready  to  say,  "  Father,  not  our  will, 
but  thine  be  done  !"  A  little  while  and  the  curtain 
which  now  hides  from  human  view  the  scenes  and 
the  beings  that  are  invisible,  will  d' op,  and  she  whose 
death  they  mourn,  may  be  commissioned  perhaps  to 
welcome  their  arrival  to  the  mansions  of  the  blessed. 
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My  friends,  we  have  been  contemplating  the  cnar- 
acter  of  one  who  shone  witli  no  common  splendor  ;  who 
diffused  through  an  extended  circle  her  various  and 
benign  influences,  and  vyho  we  are  happy  to  believe, 
is  gone  to  a  world  of  everlasting  rest  and  joy. 

Have  we  turned  one  serious  thought  to  the  c'narac- 
ter  we  individually  possess  ?  Has  the  inquiry  been 
excited  whether  we  are  living  to  useful  purposes  j 
whether  we  are  fulfilling  the  end  of  our  being  and  fit- 
ting ourselves  for  the  hope  of  the  righteous  in  death, 
and  for  his  reward  in  heaven  ?  Every  individual 
whatever  be  his  rank  and  condition  in  life,  has  an  ob- 
ject of  equal  and  everlasting  moment  to  secure.  The 
exalted  and  the  humble  are  alike  the  subject  of  God's 
moral  government,  and  accountable  to  him  for  their 
talents  and  improvements.  No  elevation  of  rank  or 
povvers,  no  humbleness  of  station  or  abilities  will  ex- 
empt us  from  the  final  scrutiny  and  decision  of  the 
Judge.  "  For  we  must  all  appear  before  the  judg. 
ment  seat  of  Christ,  that  every  one  may  receive  the 
thino's  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath 
done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad."  This  my  breth- 
ren is  the  doctrine,  which  above  all  others  should  be 
imprinted  on  our  minds  in  living  characters.  Our  re- 
sponsibility is  solemn  and  certain  as  death.  We  are 
now  acting  parts  that  have  an  inseparable  relation  to 
our  happiness  or  misery  in  futurity.  In  every  object 
we  seek  to  accomplish,  in  every  thing  we  do  wihch 
has  an  influence  upon  our  moral  character,  let  us  raise 
our  thoughts  to  that  tribunal,  where  w^e  must  shortly 
stand,  and  ask,  with  all  the  seriousness  it  deserves, 
whether  we  can  justify  our  motives  and  conduct  to 
him  who  will  judge   us  in  righteousness.     Let  us  be 
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wise  for  ourselves,  and  wise  for  eternity  ;  fulfilling  our 
allotted  duties,  improving  our  time  and  opportunities 
to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  given ;  waiting 
with  patience  and  with  due  preparation  for  the  period 
of  our  departure,  remembering  for  our  encouragement 
in  the  service  of  God  and  virtue,  that  if  we  are 
■'  faithful  unto  death,  we  shall  receive  a  crown  of  life 
that  fadeth  not  away," 
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EXTRACT    OF  A  LETTER   FROM 

PRESIDENT  JEFFERSON  TO  PRESIDENT  ADAMS. 

Monticello,  JVoveinher  13,  1818. 

The  public  papers,  my  dear  friend  announce  the  fatal  event 
of  which  your  letter  of  October  20th,  had  given  me  ominous 
foreboding.  Tried  myself,  in  the  school  of  affliction,  by  the  loss 
of  every  form  of  connexion  which  can  rive  the  human  heart,  I 
know  well,  and  feel  what  you  have  lost, — what  you  have  sutfer- 
ed, — are  suffering, — and  have  yet  to  endure.  The  same  trials 
have  taught  me,  that  for  ills  so  immeasurable,  time  and  silence 
are  the  only  medicines.  I  will  not  therefore,  by  useless  condo- 
lences, open  afresh  the  sluices  of  your  grief,  nor,  altho'  mingling 
sincerely,  my  tears  with  yours,  will  I  say  a  word  more,  where 
words  are  vain  ;  but  that  it  is  of  some  comfort  to  us  both,  that 
the  term  is  not  very  distant,  at  which  we  are  to  deposit,  in  the 
same  cerement,  our  sorrows,  and  suffering  bodies  ;  and  to  ascend 
in  essence,  to  an  ecstatic  meeting  with  the  friends  we  have  loved 
and  lost,  and  whom  we  shall  still  love,  and  never  lose  again- 
Cod  bless  you  and  support  you  under  your  heavy  affliction. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
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OBITUARY  NOTICE. 

FROM  THE  COLUMBIAN  CENTINEL 

Died  at  Quincy,  the  28th  October  last,  Madam  ABIGAIL 
ADAMS,  consort  ol"  the  Hon.  John  Auams,  late  President  of  the 
United  States. 

This  lady  was  not  more  elevated  by  rank,  than  eminent  by  her 
virtues.  Of  her  sex,  she  was  an  ornament,  not  less  pure,  than  it 
was  brilliant.  At  once  the  charm  and  the  pride  of  the  domestic 
circle.  Exemplary  in  the  fulfilment  of  every  social  and  religious 
oblig'ation  ;  and  in  the  native  ease  and  characteristic  dig'nity,  with 
which  they  were  discharged.  Presiding  in  her  family,  as  though 
its  cares  had  been  the  single  object  of  her  thoughts  ;  yet  her  mind 
enlarged  by  reading,  and  established  by  meditation,  had  the  aspect 
of  one,  exclusively  devoted  to  mental  improvement  and  intellec- 
tual contem{)lation.  It  was  impossible  to  know  her  intimately, 
without  admiring  that  rare  assemblage  of  qualities,  which  consti- 
tuted her  character.;  in  which  masculine  understanding  was  united 
with  a  delicacy,  unobtrusive  and  feminine  ;  what  was  true,  and 
useful,  and  necessary  to  be  known,  for  the  right  conduct  of  com- 
mon life,  was  mingled  and  dignified,  by  being  combined,  in  her 
mind  and  practice,  with  acquirements,  at  once  extensive,  elegant, 
and  extraordinary.  She  was  endowed  by  nature,  with  a  counte- 
nance singularly  noble  and  lovely.  In  it  dignity  was  blended 
with  sweetness,  the  beams  of  intelligence  with  those  of  kindness; 
inspiring  at  once,  respect,  confidence  and  affection.  She  illus- 
trated and  adorned  every  sphere  she  was  called  to  fill.  Although 
polished  by  intercourse  with  the  world,  her  mind  had  lost  nothing 
of  its  original  purity  and  innate  worth. 

This  is  not  the  language  of  panegyric.  If  to  those  who  knew 
her  not,  it  shall  have  this  aspect,  those  who  knew  her  best,  will 
feel  how  short  this  description  falls  of  all  the  refined,  and  all  the 
substantial  qualities  which  formed  the  stamina  of  her  character. 

Her  father,  the  Rev.  William  Smith,  a  clergyman,  respected 
for  his  piety  and  worth,  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  John  Quincy,  and  was  settled  at  Weymouth,  in  this  vicinity. 
These  respectable  parents  were  blessed  with  three  daughters,* 
who  were  each  qualified,  by  uncommon  talents  and  virtues,  to  fill 
with  equal  worth,  the  different,  though  important  stations,  to 
which  they  were  afterwards  called.  Of  these.  Madam  Adams  was 
the  second.  Under  the  paternal  roof,  with  her  beloved  sisters,  were 
passed  her  early  years,  in  the  pursuit  of  those  intellectual  and  do- 
mestic accomplishments,  on  which  gentlemen  of  her  father's  pro- 

*  Mary^  the  wife  of  the  late  Hon.  Richard  Cranch^  of  Quincy. — Elizabeth^ 
the  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  John  i>hat(\  of  Haverhill,  and  afterward?,  oi'tjie  Re? 
Stej/he7i  Psabody,  of  Atkinson 
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fession  are  accustomed  to  found  the  future  hopes  of  their  children. 
Religion  formed  the  basis  of  her  early  education.  Under  its 
sanction,  and  by  its  light,  she  was  taught  to  discern  the  right  in 
morals,  and  the  useful  in  learning ;  and  to  take  delight  in  the 
practice  of  what  was  prudent,  and  in  the  discovery  of  what  was 
■  true  ;  and  to  seek  happiness  and  honor,  in  filling,  with  propriety 
and  exactness,  all  the  duties  which  peculiarly  appertain  to  her  sex. 

Connected  in  early  life,  by  affection  and  intellectual  sympathy, 
with  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  our  age  and  country,  and  one 
among  those,  chiefly  instrumental,  in  achieving  national  Indepen- 
dence, she  largely  partook  of  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  cheerful- 
ly braved  the  dangers,  submitted  to  the  privations,  and  co-opera- 
ted in  the  energies  demanded  by  the  occasion.  The  leading  pat- 
riots of  that  period  well  knew  her  intellectual  worth.  With  many 
of  the  most  distinguished,  she  long  continued  in  the  habits  of  cor- 
respondence. Her  letters  yet  remain,  and  are  monuments  of  re- 
fined taste  and  pure  sentiment. 

After  peace  and  Independence  had  been  acquired  by  her  coun- 
try. Madam  Adams  was  called  to  adorn  higher  stations.  The  first 
lady  to  represent  and  sustain,  in  foreign  courts,  the  character  of 
the  American  female  ;  the  second,  who  was  obliged,  by  her  hus- 
band's rank,  to  take  pre-eminence  among  the  females  of  the  United 
States. 

It  was  the  joy  and  pride  of  her  sex  and  country,  that  this  lot 
BO  early  fell  on  one, 

"  Fitted,  or  to  shine  in  courts 

With  unaffected  grace,  or  walk  the  plain 
With  piety  and  meditation  joined." 

Possessing,  at  every  period  of  life,  the  unlimited  confidence,  as 
well  as  afi'ection  of  her  husband,  she  was  admitted,  at  all  times,  to 
share  largely  of  his  thoughts.  While,  on  the  one  hand,the  activit}^  of 
her  mind,  and  its  thorough  knowledge  of  all  branches  of  domestic 
economy,  enabled  her  almost  wholly  to  relieve  him  from  the  cares 
incident  to  the  ccmcerns  of  private  life ;  on  the  other,  she  was  a 
friend,  whom  it  was  his  delight  to  consult  in  every  perplexity  of 
public  affairs  ;  and  whose  councils  never  failed  to  partake  of  that 
happy  harmony,  wliich  prevailed  in  her  character;  in  which  in- 
tuitive judgment  was  blended  with  consummate  prudence  ;  the 
spirit  of  conciliation,  with  the  spirit  of  her  station,  and  the  refine- 
ment of  her  sex.  In  the  storm,  as  well  as  on  the  smooth  sea  of  life, 
her  virtues  were  ever  the  object  of  his  trust  and  veneration. 

Destined,  however,  to  elevate  and  adorn,  in  a  peculiar  degree, 
the  domestic  sphere,  she  quilted  it  with  reluctance,  and  returned  to 
it  with  joy,  as  the  scene,  most  congenial  to  her  soul  and  best 
suited  to  give  employment  to  her  virtues.  In  comparison  with 
uhich,  in  her  estimation,  the  honors  of  public  life  had  little  at- 
laction.  and  the  gaiety  of  courts  no  charm. 
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Above  all,  her  habitual  charity  encircled  her  character  with 
that  lovely  and  immortal  wreath,  which  will  live  and  florish  when 
every  other  honor  and  distinction  shall  hnve  utterly  perished.  In 
sickness  imd  sorrow  her  friends  and  neighbors  ever  found,  in  her 
advice  and  sympathy,  support  and  consolation;  and  the  poor  a 
never  failing  resource  in  her  benevolence,  which  waited  not  to 
be  solicited,  or  sought ;   but  whose 

''  Active  search 
Left  no  cold,  wintry,  corner  unexplored  ; 
Like  silent  working  Heaven,  surprizing  oft 
The  lonely  heart,  with  unexpected  good." 

It  pleased  Heaven  to  protract  her  life,  in  all  its  usefulness,  to 
its  seventy-fourth  year,  and  to  permit  her  maternal  cares  and  ex- 
perience to  be  extended  to  her  descendants  of  the  third  and  fourth 
degree. 

Clear  and  shedding  blessings  to  the  last.  Her  sun  sunk  below 
the  horizon,  beaming  with  the  same  mild  strength  and  pure  radi- 
ance, which  distinguished  its  meridian. 

The  death  of  such  a  person  is  a  calamity  to  all  who  enjoyed  her 
friendship  or  shared  the  benilit  of  her  example.  To  her  imme- 
diate family  it  is  as  great  as  it  is  irreparable.  To  herself,  honored 
and  blessed,  not  above  her  deserts,  but  far  above  the  common  lot, 
it  is  but  the  exchange  of  a  temporal  for  an  eternal  state  ;  and  of 
the  hopes  and  joys  of  this  world  for  another  of  the  sublimest  re- 
wards and  of  perfect  felicity. 

"  Farewell  ! — thy  cherished  image  ever  dear, 

Shall  nianv  a  heart,  with  pious  love  revere, 

Long,  long  shall  those,  her  honored  memory  bless, 

Who  gave  the  choicest  blessing  they  possess."  Q. 


OBITUARY  NOTICE, 

FROM  THE  GALAXY* 

The  late  wife  of  the  Es-President  Adams  was  a  woman,  whose 
talents  and  virtnes  will  place  her  on  the  list  of  those,  who  have 
benetited  their  generation  and  honored  their  country.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  a  New-England  Clergyman,  settled  within  a  few 
miles  of  Boston — a  man  respectable  in  his  holy  office,  and  who 
educated  his  children  in  the  best  manner  of  the  times  ;  an  unques- 
tionable proof  of  his  good  sense.  The  personal  and  mental  accom- 
plishments of  his  daughter  attracted  the  attention  and  secured  the 
respect  and  affections  of  Mr.  Adams,  then  a  young  man  of  distinctioD 
and  promise  at  the  bar  in  Massachusetts.    They  were  married  in  the 
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year  1764,  and  resided  in  Boston.  The  revolutionary  difficulties 
were  then  fast  increasing,  and  Mr.  Adams  was  conspicuously  en- 
gaged. When  a  Continental  Congress  was  formed  he  was  sent  a 
delegate  from  Massachusetts  to  tliis  hody.  It  was  a  perilous  mo- 
ment. The  wise  were  baffled,  the  courageous  hesitated,  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  were  inflamed,  but  confused;  they  had 
no  fixed  and  settled  purpose,  but  all  was  left  for>the  develope- 
ment  of  time.  Mr.  Adams  was  one  of  the  boldest  in  the  march 
of  honest  resistance  to  tyranny.  He  looked  farther  than  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day,  and  ventured, at  that  earlj  period,  to  sugge*t  plans 
of  self  goverment  and  independence.  To  Madam  Adams  he  com- 
municated his  thoughts  freely  on  all  these  high  matters  of  state, 
for  he  had  the  fullest  confidence  in  her  spirit,  prudence,  secrecy, 
and  good  sense,  without  the  test,  which  the  Roman  Portia  gave 
her  lord  to  gain  his  coniidence,  in  matters  of  policy,  "  when  the 
state  was  out  of  joint." 

When  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  to  represent  his  country  at 
the  Court  of  St.  James,  his  wife  went  with  him,  and  such  was  her 
exquisite  sense  of  propi'iety,  her  republican  simplicity,  her  deli- 
cate and  refined  manners,  her  firmness  and  dignity,  that  she 
charmed  the  proud  circles  in  which  she  moved,  and  they  speak 
of  her,  to  this  day,  as  one  of  the  finest  women  that  ever  graced 
an  embassy  to  that  country. 

When  Mr.  Adams  was  chosenVice  President,she  was  the  same  un- 
affected, intelligent,  and  elegant  woman.  No  little  managements, 
no  private  views,  no  sly  interference  with  public  affairs  was  ever, 
for  a  moment,  charged  to  her.  When  her  husband  came  to  the 
chair  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  then  the  widest  field  opened  for 
the  exercise  of  all  the  talents  and  acquirements  of  Madam  Ad- 
ams ;  and  such  was  her  whole  course,  that  her  fondest  admirers 
%vere  not  disappointed.  She  graced  the  table  by  her  courtesy, 
and  elegance  of  manners,  and  delighted  her  guests  by  the  povv^ers 
of  her  conversation.  Through  the  drawing  room,  she  diffused 
ease  and  urbanity,  and  gave  the  charm  of  modesty  and  sincerity 
to  the  interchanges  of  civiHty.  But  this  was  not  all  ;  her  ac- 
quaintance with  public  affairs,  her  discrimination  of  character, 
her  discernment  of  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  her  pure  patrio- 
tism made  her  an  excellent  cabinet  minister  ;  and,  to  the  ever- 
lasting honor  of  her  husband,  he  never  forgot  or  undervalued  her 
worth  ;  and  in  the  pride  of  place  and  power,  he  never  despised 
the  New-England  simplicity  of  manners,  in  which  it  is  a  rule  to 
take  council  from  a  wife.  The  politicians  of  that  period  speak 
with  enthusiasm  of  her  foresight,  her  prudence  and  the  wisdom 
of  her  observations.  Tracy  respected,  Bayard  admired,  and 
Ames  eulogized  her.  AH  parties  had  the  fullest  belief  in  the 
purity  of  her  motives  and  in  the  elevation  of  her  understanding. 

It  was  a  stormy  period  fnd  the  world  went  wrong.  Fatigue 
and  anguish  often   overwhelmed  the  President  from  the    weight 
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and  tmiltiplicity  of  his  labors  and  cares  ;  but  her  sensibility,  af- 
fection and  cheerfdlncss  chased  the  frown  from  his  brow,  and 
plucked  the  root  of  bitterness  from  his  heart.  To  those  who  see 
the  matters  of  state  at  a  distance,  or  only  through  the  medium 
of  letters,  all  things  seem  to  go  on  fairly  and  smoothly  ;  but, 
those  practiciilly  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  in  administering 
the  best  of  governments,  will  easily  understand  how  much  neces- 
sity there  is  for  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  united  with  the  gen- 
tleness of  the  dove  ;  and  they  too  can  comprehend  how  much 
the  delicate  interference  of  a  sagacious  woman  can  effect.  Pride, 
vanity,  and  selfishness  are  full  of  claims  and  exactions,  all  bust- 
ling and  importunate  for  oflice  and  distinction.  Peremptory  de- 
nial produces  enmity  and  confusion,  but  gentle  evasion  and  cau- 
tious replies,  soften  the  hearts  of  the  restless  and  temper  the  pas- 
sions  of  the  sanguine.  An  intelligent  woman  of  address  can  con- 
trol these  repinings  and  hush  these  murmurings  with  much  less 
sacrifice  or  effort  than  men.  A  woman  knows  when  to  apply  the 
unction  of  soft  woi'ds  without  forgetting  her  dignity  or  infringing 
on  a  single  principle  which  the  most  scrupulous  would  wish  to 
maintain.  Madam  Adams  calmed  these  agitations  of  disappoint- 
ment, healed  the  rankling  wounds  of  offended  pride,  and  left 
them  in  admiration  of  her  talents,  and  in  love  with  her  sincerity. 

Notwithstanding  these  numerous  duties  and  great  exertions  as 
the  wife  of  a  statesman.  Madam  Adams  did  not  forget  that  she 
was  a  parent.  She  had  several  children,  and  felt  in  them  the 
pride  and  interest,  if  she  did  not  make  the  boast,  of  the  mother 
of  the  Gracchi. 

Many  women  fill  important  stations  with  the  most  splendid  dis- 
play of  virtues  ;  but  few  are  equally  great  in  retirement  ;  there 
they  want  the  animating  influence  of  a  thousand  eyes  and  the  in»- 
epiration  of  homage  and  flattery.  This  is  human  nature  in  its 
common  form,  and  the  exception  is  honorable  and  rare.  Madam 
Adams,  in  rural  seclusion  at  Quincy,  was  the  same  dignified,  sen- 
sible, and  happy  woman,  as  when  surrounded  by  fashion,  wit  and 
intellect.  No  hectic  of  resentment,  no  pangs  of  regret  were  ever 
discovered  by  her,  while  indulging  in  the  retrospection  of  an 
eventful  life  in  these  shades  of  retirement.  Her  conversation 
showed  the  same  lively  interest  in  the  passing  occurrences  as 
though  she  had  retired  for  a  day  only,  and  was  to  have  returned 
on  the  morrow  to  take  her  share  in  the  business  and  pleasure  of 
political  existence.  There  was  no  trick,  no  disguise  in  this.  It 
arose  from  a  settled  and  perfectly  philosophical  and  christian  con- 
tentment, which  great  and  pious  minds  only  can  feel.  Serenity, 
purity,  and  elevation  of  thought  preserve  the  faculties  of  the 
mind  from  premature  decay,  and,  indOed,  keep  them  vigorous  in 
old  age.  To  such  the  lapse  of  time  is  only  the  change  of  the 
shadow  on  the  dial  of  life.  The  hours  which  are  numbered  and 
gone  are  noticed,  but  their  flight  does  does  not  '•'  chill  the  g-enial 
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current  of  the  soul."  Religious  thankfulness  for  the  past,  and 
foith  in  assurance  for  the  future — that  mortal  shall  put  on  im- 
mortality— make  the  last  drop  in  the  cup  of  existence  clear, 
sweet  and  sparkling. 

When  the  hiographer  of  a  future  age,  shall  do  justice  to  the 
characters  of  the  illustrious  women  of  our  country.  Madam  Ad- 
ams will  be  found  conspicuous  on  his  page,  as  a  dutiful  daughter, 
an  excellent  wife,  a  kind,  afiectionate  and  careful  mother  ;  one 
who  lived  long  and  did  much,  who  discharged  the  duties  of  com- 
mon life  with  faithfulness  and  alacrity,  and  filled  the  highest  sta- 
tions with  success  and  honor  ;  one,  who,  though  a  politician, 
"  could  be  defended  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,"  and  who, 
though  a  philosopher,  had  no  doi^ibts  of  the  c'aristian  religion. 

Mr.  Adams  is  now  far  advanced  into  the  vale  of  years,  and 
must  feel  his  loss  as  irreparable  ;  but  he  is  too  wise  to  repine 
and  has  too  much  to  be  grateful  for,  to  be  cast  dovvn.  The  wife 
of  his  youth  lived  with  him  for  more  than  half  a  century.  With 
her  in  his  heart  and  in  his  hand  he  "  sounded  all  the  depths  and 
shoals  of  honor."  While  he  mourns  her  loss,  her  virtues  will 
crowd  on  his  soul,  clothed  in  colors  made  brighter  by  death. 
This  patriarch  is  now  turned  of  eighty  and  possesses  his  intellec- 
tual faculties,  in  an  extraordinary  degree.  May  they  long  con- 
tinue to  be  fresh  and  vigorous,  that  he  may  give  to  the  world 
the  mental  portraits  of  his  cotemporaries,  and  illustrations  of  our 
history.  In  him  the  lamp  of  life  seems  to  burn  more  vividly  as 
he  gathers  the  gems  which  oblivion  was  about  to  receive.  The 
genius  of  the  sage  is  every  where  respected,  and  his  long  and 
important  services  to  his  country  every  where  acknowledged  ; 
but  our  last  gaze  shall  be  on  his  domestic  virtues ;  for  they  were 
the  brightest  in  the  constellation  of  his  merits.  Moral  and  relig- 
ious principles,  and  pure  and  virtuous  affections  are  indestructi- 
ble ;  God  has  put  on  them  the  value  of  his  promise,  and  the  seal 
of  eternity.  K. 


OBITUARY  NOTICE, 

FROM  THE  BOSTON  PATRIOT. 

In  the  death  of  Madam  Adams,  her  friends  and  society  lament  no 
ordinary  loss.  The  grave  has  closed  over  the  mortal  remains  of 
one,  whose  character  combined  as  much  practical  wisdom  and  sub- 
stantial virtue  as  have  ever  been  possessed  by  any  individual. 
Society  is  not  adorned  with  a  purer  example ;  virtue  had  not  a 
firmer  prop  ;  religion  cannot  number  among  its  friends  a  more  ra- 
tionnl,  intelligent,  consistent,  serious  advocate  and  disciple. 

Madam  Adams,  was  endowed  by  nature  with  strong  intellectual 
powers.  ,  These  M'cre  improved  by  a  good  education,  and  by  the 
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best  use  of  the  advantages,  afTorded  by  the  distinguished  station 
in  society  which,  in  mature  life,  she  was  called  to  occupy,  and  by 
that  extensive  intercourse  with  mankind  to  which  she  was  intro- 
duced, from  her  connexion  with  that  great  and  good  man,  who 
was  destined  by  Providence  to  perform  a  most  important  part  in 
the  affairs  of  human  life  ;  and  who,  by  a  faithful  and  magnanimous 
discharge  of  the  highest  dutes  ofpatriotism  and  philanthrophy,  is 
privileged  to  be  enrolled  among  the  most  distinguished  benefac- 
tors of  his  country,  and  of  mankind — She  might  not,  perhaps,  be 
called  an  accomplished  woman,  as  we  now  use  the  term,  for  fe- 
male education,  at  the  period  of  her  youth,  was  very  different 
from  what  it  now  is  ;  but  she  was  a  truely  enlightened  woman,  and 
adorned  with  the  most  valuable  accomplishments  of  the  under- 
standing and  heart.  Her  mind  was  richly  stored  from  various 
reading,  and  her  taste  in  polite  literature  highly  cultivated  and 
relined.  Her  observation  of  mankind  was  exact,  and  her  acquaint- 
ance with  men  and  things  extensive.  Her  perceptions  were  quick 
and  penetrating ;  her  judgment  sound  and  mature;  her  imagina- 
tion briUiant ;  and  the  flashes  of  her  wit,  which  continued  to  burst 
forth  even  admist  the  snows  of  old  age,  rendered  her  the  delight 
of  those  who  were  honoured  with  her  society. — Her  conversation 
was  intelligent,  frank  and  independent,  and  her  manners  remarka- 
bly kind  and  condescending,  combining  the  greatest  simplicity, 
with  a  dignity  and  propriety  which  always  commanded  respect. 

In  her  domestic  character,  she  shone  pre-eminent.  Never  was 
there  a  more  affectionate  and  faithful  mother,  and  never  was  a 
woman  more  attentive  to  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  head  of  a 
family.  Ordinary  minds,  when  placed  in  situations  such  as  she  oc- 
cupied, dazzled  by  the  glare  of  distinction  or  inflated  by  the  pride 
of  rank  and  power,  deem  the  common,  yet  most  important  duties 
and  cares  of  domestic  life,  beneath  their  regard  ;  but  her  strength 
of  mind,  her  excellent  principles,  her  good  sense,  and  a  high  sen- 
timent of  duty,  preserved  her  from  even  the  shadow  of  a  reproach 
of  any  neglect  of  this  kind.  On  the  contrary  they  led  her  to  be  most 
assiduous  and  punctual  in  the  performance  of  her  fxmily  duties, 
and  attentive  to  every  arrangement  of  domestic  economy;  and 
her  servants  and  dependants  experienced  her  maternal  care  and 
kindness.  As  a  friend  and  neighbor  she.  evinced  a  cordial  sympa- 
thy in  the  prosperity  and  adversity  of  all  around  her  ;  administer- 
ing to  the  relief  of  the  distressed,  whenever  an  opportunity  was 
presented,  and  exhibiting  a  tender  concern  in  sorrows  which  it 
was  beyond  her  power  to  remove  or  assuage.  The  poor  of  her 
vicinity,  have  lost  in  her  a  discreet  and  generous  benefactor. 

The  excellencies  of  her  character  were  consummated  by  re- 
ligion ;  this  formed  its  basis  ;  this  was  the  origin  of  her  virtnes  ; 
and  her  eminent  virtues  did  honor  to  the  holy  source  from  which 
they  arose.  She  was  a  serious  and  humble  Christian.  Her  re- 
ligious sentiments  were  of  the  most  enlightened  apd  enlarged  na- 
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ture,  truely  worthy  of  herself;  and  were  of  that  practical  charac- 
ter which  gave  them  an  habitual  influence  over  her  conduct :  they 
afforded  to  her  direction  and  support,  amidst  the  various  trials  of 
a  long  hfe  ; — and,  we  humbly  trust,  she  has  departed  to  enter  upon 
the  rewards  of  her  faith  and  hopes. 

The  evening  of  her  life  was  marked  by  a  cheerful  serenity,  and 
her  virtues,  reflecting  the  mellow  tints  and  the  rich  lustre  of  ma- 
ture age,  exhibiting  rather  the  beautiful  scenery  of  autumn  than 
the  desolation  of  winter,  imparted  delight  and  instruction  to  all 
wh'^se  privilege  it  was  to  observe  her,  in  this  interesting  and  ven- 
erable period. 

Greatness  and  goodness,  intellectual  superiority,  and  a  corres- 
pondent eminence  in  virtue,  are  not  always  found  united; — in  hep 
the  combination  was  consistent  and  complete  ;  and  human  nature 
has  seldom,  if  ever,  more  fully  or  more  beautifully  displayed  its 
noblest  attributes.  By  those  persons  who  knew  her,  her  memo- 
ry will  ever  be  cherished  with  the  highest  veneration.  To  the 
young,  emulous  of  the  best  distinctions  which  this  life  affords,  her 
conduct  may  be  held  up  as  one  of  the  purest  models  for  imitation  ; 
wisdom  and  virtue  claim  her  as  a  favorite  daughter ;  and,  those 
who  are  capable  of  estimating  the  highest  order  of  moral  excel- 
lence, mourn  in  her  death  the  removal  of  one  of  the  richest  orna- 
ments of  her  sex  and  species.  The  light  of  life,  long  quivering  in 
its  socket,  has  expired  on  earth,  but  will  be  enkindled  anew,  and 
burn  with  pure  flame  among  the  inextinguishable  lights  of  the  ce- 
lestial world. 

This  imperfect  and  inadequate  sketch  of  her  character  is  the 
tribute  of  gratitude  and  respect  from  one,  who  esteems  it  among 
the  greatest  blessings  of  his  life,  that  he  was  honored  with  her 
friendship.  C. 

OBITUARY  NOTICE. 

FROM  THE  BOSTON  GAZETTE. 

On  the  28th  of  October  ult.  died  Madam  ABIGAIL  ADAMS, 
consort  of  the  venerable  second  President  of  the  United  States, 
who,  at  the  age  of  eight^'-three,  is  now  left  in  solitude  to  deplore 
the  loss  of  an  inestimable  companion,  with  whom  hehad  passed  fif- 
ty-four years  of  a  life,  distinguished  by  its  labors,  vicissitudes,  and 
success. — A  success  rendered  most  dear  by  the  final  triumph  of 
his  now  happy  countrj^. 

In  portraying  the  characteristic  qualities  of  the  deceased,  it 
may  perhaps  satisfy  the  public  inquiry  to  know,  that  she  was  the 
second  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Smith,  the  former  clergy- 
man of  Weymouth,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  that  she  was 
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the  survivor  of  two  sisters,  alike  honorable  for  their  literary  taste 
and  modest  worth. 

The  properties  of  this  eminent  lady  were  discoverable  in  all 
her  actions  ;  for  while  her  thorough  knowledge  of  domestic  con- 
cerns, in  all  their  various  relations,  in  which  serenity  and  dignity 
gave  grace  and  influence,  she  could  rise  from  the  minute  dis- 
charge of  the  cares  inseparable  from  female  connubial  life,  to  an 
elevation  of  sentiment,  equal  to  participating  in  the  great  percep- 
tions of  her  husband  ;  who  possessed  the  felicity  of  a  conhdential 
bosom  friend,  on  whose  consummate  discretion  he  could  rely,  and 
who  in  the  worst  of  times,  and  most  discouraging  circumstances, 
delighted  to  follow  his  upward  course,  undismayed  by  the  vast- 
ness  of  the  object  it  involved.  While  among  his  weighty  anxie- 
ties, she  knew,  with  submissive  wisdom,  to  extenuate  his  cares, 
and  encourage  his  efforts. 

After  accompanying  him,  when  Ambassador,  to  one  of  the 
principal  Courts  of  Europe,  and  having  arrived  at  the  highest 
honor  which  the  country  admits  of  to  her  sex,  she  retired  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  their  sequestered  roof  at 
Q,uincy,  with  tranquil  delight,  to  exhibit  those  virtues,  in  which 
ostentation  had  no  share.  And  having  early  learnt  that  human 
nature  would  be  too  wretched,  if  it  was  as  common  to  commit 
faults  as  to  believe  them,  a  spirit  of  cheerfulness  and  philanthro- 
py guilded  her  foot  steps  through  life. 

In  the  various  stations  in  which  this  exemplary  woman  had 
moved,  she  had  the  happy  faculty  of  discharging  the  duties  of 
life,  tempered  by  all  the  charities  that  endear  it.  To  designate 
the  instances  of  this  happy  temperature,  and  moral  excellence, 
would  be  to  detail  the  daily  occurrences  of  her  life.  A  collec- 
tion of  this  lady's  letters  might  furnish  to  the  pen  of  the  biogra- 
pher much  interesting  matter.  The  present  sketch  is  only  a 
feeble  tribute  due  to  the  memory  of  one,  who  in  the  course  of 
her  life,  had  furnished  the  writer  with  many  subjects  of  his  hap- 
piest recollections.  T. 
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OBSEQUIES. 

On  Saturday  the  31st  October  1818,  the  mortal  remains  of 
Madam  Adams,  were  consigned  to  the  silent  depository  of  the 
dead. 

The  funeral  procession,  which  was  composed  of  highly  res- 
pected friends  and  relations  of  the  deceased,  moved  from  the 
mansion  of  her  venerable  and  bereaved  partner,  at  about  four 
o'clock  P.  M.  and  proceeded  to  the  church  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitney. 

The  pall  was  supported  by  His  Excellency  Gov.  Brooks, 
The  Hon.  Lieut.  Gov.  Phillips — The  Hon.  Wm.  Gray — The 
Rev.  Dr.  Kirkland,  President  of  the  University — The  Hon. 
John  Mason  and  the  Hon.  Judge  Tudor.  The  body  of  the 
beloved  deceased  was  carried  into  the  church,  and  after  a  sol- 
en"in  stillness,the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney  commenced  the  funeral  ser- 
vice,by  reading  the  following  selection  from  the  holy  scriptures. 
"  I  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them 
which  are  asleep,  that  ye  sorrow  not,  even  as  others  which 
have  no  hope. — For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died,  and  rose 
again,  even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus,  will  God  bring 
with  him. — For  this  we  say  unto  you,  by  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  that  we  which  are  alive,  and  remain  unto  thfe  coming  of 
the  Lord,  shall  not  prevent  them  which  are  asleep. — For  the 
Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with 
the  voice  of  the  arch  angel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God  ;  and 
the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first ;  then  we  which  are  alive, 
and  remain,  shall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the 
clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  :  and  so  shall  we  even  be 
with  the  Lord. — Wherefore  comfort  one  another  with  these 
words." 

Mr.  Whitney  then  made  a  most  pathetick  and  appropriate 
praj-er,  and  the  service  closed  with  the  anthem  ending  with 
"  Oh  grave,  where  is  thy  victor}^,  Oh  death  where  is  thy 
sting,"  sung  by  the  choir  who  usually  perform  in  that  church, 
assisted  by  other  choristers  in  the  vicinity. 

The  procession  proceeded  from  the  church  to  the  grave  yard 
and  the  body  was  deposited  in  the  family  tomb.  Among  the 
spectators  of  this  solemn  sccne,were  some  of  the  great  and  good 
men  of  our  land, who  mourned  the  departure  of  so  much  excel- 
lence and  worth,  and  mingled  their  tears  with  the  illustrious 
i^ompanion  of  her  days. — The  awful  solemnity  of  this  melan- 
choly scene,  served  to  impress  every  mind  with  sorrow,  and 
with  the  uncertainty  of  all  human  jo}^.  M, 


She  CD»^SREGAT(ahlAl   L\»■^<y•>■' 

ao9io«.  Massac hM'sfT's.  Ol^<^ 


